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Housing is quite variable across the Mountain Resources Commission (MRC) region, 
and can be compared based on a variety of metrics.
The map at right shows the number of housing units per county. This map resembles the total population map for the 
region; the more people you have, the more houses you need. However, the map only begins to tell the story. The 
graph shows the difference in single-unit structures, multi-unit structures, and mobile homes. In all of the counties, 
there is not much variance in the percentage of single-unit structures, at about 70 percent of the total. This reflects 
the rural nature of the region. Note that only Buncombe, Watauga, and Avery Counties have large percentages of 
multi-unit structures (apartments and condominiums).
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The abundance of mobile homes in the region is probably related to the lower entry 
price for owning a home. The map below shows that counties with a large percentage 
of mobile homes also show a lower median home price.
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Benchmarking Affordable Housing
A way to benchmark housing affordability in a community is to track renter cost burden. 
The National Low Income Housing Coalition annually publishes its Out of Reach Report, 
which uses Census and HUD data to assess the state of renters in every county in the 
United States. 
It is important to note that, for the region, renter’s family median income is $25,700 less 
than the region’s total family median income. Households with lower incomes are at 
greater risk of housing problems caused by cost burden.

The first map shows the fair market rent 
for a two-bedroom apartment. There 
is not a lot of variability in this metric 
across the region, but the average 
cost is over $600 per month. When 
compared to the data in the following 
map, the problem becomes clear.

The second map shows the rent 
affordable with a full-time job paying 
average renter wage. With this metric, 
there is greater variability across the 
region, which explains why many 
people with low-paying jobs live far 
from where they work. The average 
renter in the region needs an additional 
$191 in income each month to afford 
a two-bedroom fair market rent 
apartment. This is not sustainable, 
and with rising energy costs linked to 
utilities and transportation, the situation 
is becoming more untenable.

The final map shows the percentage 
of renter population that cannot 
afford a two-bedroom fair market rent 
apartment. Over half of entry-level jobs 
cannot support basic rent in our region. 
The lack of affordable housing may 
contribute to an increase in poverty.
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